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How to Hide the Windows 7 Service Pack 1 Notification 
 
Like me, some may suggest you don’t install the Windows 7 Service Pack 1 
immediately. This could be for a number of reasons. Everything from issues with 
selected software to something as simples as you don’t want to be a “guinea pig” would 
be reasons to hold off. 
 
There are a number of ways to temporarily disable the service pack 1 from running. The 
simplest is to hide the update. 
 
When you hide the update, the update notification in the system try will not appear 
(unless you have other updates). 
 
Note that service pack 1 is not selected to be installed by default. 
 
Also note that you can unhide the service pack at any time. Additionally it may be 
unhidden automatically at one point to remind you. 
 
The good thing is that you have until about February 2013 to install. But the longer you 
wait, you may have to re-install security and non-security updates. 
 
To hide the service pack: 
 

 
In the Control Panel, go to Windows Update. Click on the line that says “1 important 
update is available” (note that the text may show more than one update) 
 



How to Hide the Windows 7 Service Pack 1 Notification             2 
 

 
 
You should see the line “Windows 7 Service Pack 1 (KB976932)”. 
 
Note that if you do not see the line (but you may see others), an update may be 
stopping Windows from allowing you to install the service pack (i.e. either a system 
update or a driver update is required). 
 

 
 
To temporarily hide the service pack, right click on the service pack line and select Hide 
update. 
 
If you exit the window and then go back in, the screen above won’t list the service pack. 
 
 
Reminders: 

 This is only temporary. 
 The service pack should be installed at one point. 
 When you decide to update Windows, back up your data first and verify with 

software and hardware developers that service pack 1 is compatible with what 
you have already. 

 


